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The Curse of Sodom’s Sin 

The Christian’s Attitude toward Sinners 
Romans 1:16-32 

 
 

 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

People’s Actions 

Rejected God as the 
object of glory. 

 
Exchanged the glory of 

the Creator with pseudo-
glory of creation or 

themselves. 

Rejected the authority of 
the Word of God. 

 
Exchanged truth with a lie. 

Rejected God as a reality 
of life. 

 
Rejected God’s 

established order. 

God’s Response 
Gave them up to the 
lusts of their hearts. 

Gave them up to 
dishonoring passions. 

Gave them up to a 
depraved mind. 

Result 
 

Lust becomes 
acceptable. 

Fulfillment of desires 
become a right. 

Perversions in fulfilling the 
desires of the flesh 

become normal. 
 

Moral deterioration is 
praised. 

 

 
The work of demoralizing the people was systematically organized and sanctioned from the highest places downwards … 
The Pagan historians of Rome have branded and immortalized the vices and crimes of the Cæsars: the misanthropy, 
cruelty, and voluptuousness of Tiberius; the ferocious madness of Caius Caligula, who had men tortured, beheaded, or 
sawed in pieces for his amusement, who seriously meditated the butchery of the whole senate, raised his horse to the 
dignity of consul and priest, and crawled under the bed in a storm; the bottomless vileness of Nero, “the inventor of crime,” 
who poisoned or murdered his preceptors Burrhus and Seneca, his half-brother and brother-in-law Britannicus, his mother 
Agrippina, his wife Octavia, his mistress Poppaea, who in sheer wantonness set fire to Rome, and then burnt innocent 
Christians for it as torches in his gardens, figuring himself as charioteer in the infernal spectacle;  
… the shameless revelry of Commodus with his hundreds of concubines, and ferocious passion for butchering men and 
beasts on the arena; the mad villainy of Heliogabalus, who raised the lowest men to the highest dignities, dressed himself in 
women’s clothes, married a dissolute boy like himself.1 
 
Rom 1:14-17: I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish. 15 So I am eager 
to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed 
from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” 
 

                                                      
1 Schaff, P., & Schaff, D. S. (1910). History of the Christian church (Vol. 2, p. 316-17). New York: Charles 
Scribner’s Sons. 
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I. A Gospel Approach to Sinners 
 

A.  Results from a correct understanding of moral deterioration 
 
Rom 1:21-22 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in 
their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 

 
 
 

B. Do not allow self-exultation over sinners 
 
Rom 2:1 Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing judgment on another you 
condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same things. 
 
Rom 2:2 We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who practice such things. 
 
Rom 2:3-6 Do you suppose, O man—you who judge those who practice such things and yet do them yourself—that you will 
escape the judgment of God? 4 Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not 
knowing that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? 5 But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are 
storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed. 6 He will render to each 
one according to his works: 
 
Luke 18:11-12 The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, 
unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 
 
Rom 3:10-12 as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; 11 no one understands; no one seeks for God. 12 All have 
turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.”  
 
Rom 3:23-25 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was 
to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 
 
Tit 3:3-7 For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our 
days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another. 4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our 
Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the 
washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 
7 so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
 

 
Position 

 

 
Reaction toward immoral people 

 
Liberal attitude 

 

 
«Everything is OK. This is just an expression of their individual 

identity» 
 

 
Pharisaical self-righteous 

attitude 
 
 

 
Condescendingly:  
«What a pervert!»  
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Gospel driven attitude 

 
Humbly: 

«I was a sinner, in no way better than them and it is only by the 
Gospel and righteousness of Jesus Christ, that God in his mercy 

opened my eyes and saved me. Lord, have mercy on these 
people!» 

 

 
 
 

C.  Focuses on the preaching of the Gospel 
 
Rom 1:14-17 I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish. 15 So I am eager 
to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed 
from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”  
 
 
 

D. Motivated by a sincere love toward sinners 
 
John 8:10-11 Jesus stood up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 11 She said, “No 
one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more.” 
 
Luke 7:47-50 Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, 
loves little.” 48 And he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 Then those who were at table with him began to say among 
themselves, “Who is this, who even forgives sins?” 50 And he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”  
 
Mark 2:14-17 14 And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow 
me.” And he rose and followed him. 15 And as he reclined at table in his house, many tax collectors and sinners were 
reclining with Jesus and his disciples, for there were many who followed him. 16 And the scribes of the Pharisees, when they 
saw that he was eating with sinners and tax collectors, said to his disciples, “Why does he eat with tax collectors and 
sinners?” 17 And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are 
sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”  
 
Luke 19:9-10 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. 10 For 
the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 
 
1 Cor 9:22-23 To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all 
means I might save some. 23 I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings.  
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