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The Gospel of John Series 

A Life Pointing to Christ 
John 3:22-30 

 
 
John 3:22-26 After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and he remained there with them 
and was baptizing. 23 John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because water was plentiful there, and people were 
coming and being baptized 24 (for John had not yet been put in prison). 25 Now a discussion arose between some of 
John’s disciples and a Jew over purification. 26 And they came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, he who was with you 
across the Jordan, to whom you bore witness—look, he is baptizing, and all are going to him.” 
 
John 3:27-30 John answered, “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from heaven. 28 You 
yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ, but I have been sent before him.’ 29 The one who has the 
bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s 
voice. Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. 30 He must increase, but I must decrease.” 

 

 
 
John 3:22-24 After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and he remained there with them 
and was baptizing. 23 John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because water was plentiful there, and people were 
coming and being baptized 24 (for John had not yet been put in prison). 
 
John 3:25-26  Now a discussion arose between some of John’s disciples and a Jew over purification. 26 And they 
came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, he who was with you across the Jordan, to whom you bore witness—look, he is 
baptizing, and all are going to him.” 
 
John 3:25-26  Now a discussion arose between some of John’s disciples and a Jew over purification. 26 And they 
came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, he who was with you across the Jordan, to whom you bore witness—look, he is 
baptizing, and all are going to him.” 
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I. A life that pointed to Christ then 
 
John 3:27-30 John answered, “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from heaven. 28 You 
yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ, but I have been sent before him.’ 29 The one who has the 
bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s 
voice. Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. 30 He must increase, but I must decrease.” 

 
 

A. Acknowledge the greatness of Christ 
 
John 3:27  John answered, “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from heaven. 
 
Mat 16:15-17 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of 
the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed 
this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 
 
 

B. A life focused on Christ 
 
John 3:27-30 John answered, “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from heaven. 28 You 
yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ, but I have been sent before him.’ 29 The one who has the 
bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s 
voice. Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. 30 He must increase, but I must decrease.” 

 
 

C. Joy in Jesus Christ 
 
John 3:27-30 John answered, “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from heaven. 28 You 
yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ, but I have been sent before him.’ 29 The one who has the 
bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s 
voice. Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. 30 He must increase, but I must decrease.” 

 
 

D. Death to self for the sake of Christ 
 
John 3:27-30 John answered, “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from heaven. 28 You 
yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ, but I have been sent before him.’ 29 The one who has the 
bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s 
voice. Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. 30 He must increase, but I must decrease.” 

 
 
 

II. A life pointing to Christ today 
 
Mat 11:10-11 This is he of whom it is written, “ ‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your 
way before you.’ 11 Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the 
Baptist.  
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A. Acknowledge the greatness of Jesus Christ 
 
John 3:27-30 John answered, “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from heaven. 28 You 
yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ, but I have been sent before him.’ 29 The one who has the 
bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s 
voice. Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. 30 He must increase, but I must decrease.” 

 
Mat 16:24-25 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 
cross and follow me. 25 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 
 
Luke 14:24 For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet. 
 
Luke 14:33 So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple. 
 
 

B. A life focused on Christ 
 
John 3:27-30 John answered, “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from heaven. 28 You 
yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ, but I have been sent before him.’ 29 The one who has the 
bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s 
voice. Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. 30 He must increase, but I must decrease.” 

 
Phil 3:7-8   But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss 
because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and 
count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 
 
Phil 3:17-19   Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example you have 
in us. 18 For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of 
Christ. 19 Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. 
 
 

C. Joy in Christ 
 
John 3:27-30 John answered, “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from heaven. 28 You 
yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ, but I have been sent before him.’ 29 The one who has the 
bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s 
voice. Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. 30 He must increase, but I must decrease.” 

 
Phil 1:20   as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as 
always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. 
 
John 15:11   These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.  
 
 

D. Death to self for the sake of Christ 
 
John 3:27-30 John answered, “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from heaven. 28 You 
yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ, but I have been sent before him.’ 29 The one who has the 
bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s 
voice. Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. 30 He must increase, but I must decrease.” 
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2 Cor 4:5-7 For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for 
Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the 
surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. 
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