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Jesus is Alive! 
Evidence then and evidence now 

 
 
 

 “It is ludicrous to suppose that after suffering a night of anxiety so extreme as to cause sweat of blood, no sleep, a lack of 
food or water, beatings, a scourging, the labor of carrying his own cross to Golgotha, a crucifixion during which he was 
nailed to a cross for hours and then pierced with a lance, and thereafter being wrapped in one hundred pounds of spices 
and placed in a cold tomb for the night, that Jesus could have lived.”  
            — Pamela Binnings Ewen 

 
Acts 1:3  
 

 
 
 

I. Evidence then 
 
 

A. Immediate circumstances 
 

1. Angels - that is enough evidence 
 

2. The empty tomb  
 

3. Linen cloth and face cloth arrangement 
 
 
 

B. Recurrent appearances  
 

1. Demonstrations 
 

a) Pierced hands, feet and side 
 
Luke 24:39-40 See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones 
as you see that I have.” 40 And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 
 
 

b) Eating and drinking  
 
Luke 24:41-43 And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said to them, “Have you anything here to 
eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish,[b] 43 and he took it and ate before them. 
 
Act. 10:40-41 … God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who had been 
chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 
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c) Miraculous catch of fish  
 
John 21:1-14 
 
 

2. Reminders 
 
a) Old Testament prophesies referencing resurrection  

 
Luke 24:25-27 And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 
26 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses 
and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. 
 
Isaiah 53:9-12 
 
 

b) Christ’s own predictions of His resurrection  
 
Mat. 12:40 For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three 
days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 
 
John 2:18-19 So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” 19 Jesus answered them, 
“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 
 
Mat. 17:9 And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son of 
Man is raised from the dead.” 
 
 

3. Instructions  
 
Luke 24:45-48 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that 
the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance and[c] forgiveness of sins should be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, 48 You are witnesses of these things. 
 
“No less than forty days were used for these appearances. Again and again Jesus let himself be seen. The apostles (and 
others) had time to think, to consider, to talk the matter over, to make any new test they might desire.” 
Lenski, R. C. H. (1961). The Interpretation of the Acts of the Apostles (p. 24). Minneapolis, MN: Augsburg Publishing House. 
 
I Cor. 15:3-8 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance 
with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that 
he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most 
of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, 
as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.  
 
Acts 2:27-33 
 
Acts 4:8-10 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9 if we are being 
examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, 10 let it be 
known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom 
God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well. 
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Acts 5:27-32 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high priest questioned them, 
28 saying, “We strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and 
you intend to bring this man's blood upon us.” 29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than 
men. 30 The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God exalted him at his right 
hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses to these things, 
and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
 
Acts 6:7 And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a 
great many of the priests became obedient to the faith. 
 
“For when those even who had crucified Him appear as believers, clearly this proved both the fact of the crucifixion and the 
iniquity of the deed, and afforded a mighty evidence of the Resurrection.” 
John Chrysostom. (1889). Homilies of St. John Chrysostom, Archbishop of Constantinople, on the Acts of the Apostles. In 
P. Schaff (Ed.), J. Walker, J. Sheppard, H. Browne, & G. B. Stevens (Trans.), Saint Chrysostom: Homilies on the Acts of the 
Apostles and the Epistle to the Romans (Vol. 11, p. 6). New York: Christian Literature Company. 
 
“The disciples’ willingness to suffer and die for their beliefs indicates that they certainly regarded those beliefs as true. The 
case is strong that they did not willfully lie about the appearances of the risen Jesus. Liars make poor martyrs.”  
                                                                   — Gary Habermas 
 
 
 
 

II. Evidence now 
 
 

A. The Church 
 
“Had the crucifixion of Jesus ended His disciples’ experience of Him, it is hard to see how the Christian Church could have 
come into existence. That Church was founded on faith in the Messiahship of Jesus. A crucified Messiah was no messiah at 
all. He was one rejected by Judaism and accursed of God. It was the resurrection of Jesus which proclaimed Him to be the 
Son of God with power.”  
                — H. D. A. Major 
 
 
 

B. Relationships with the risen Jesus 
 
Mat. 28:18-20 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in[b] the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 
age.” 
 
“To me, this provides the final evidence — not the only evidence but the final confirming proof — that the message of Jesus 
can open the door to a direct encounter with the risen Christ.”  
                — J. P. Moreleand 
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C. The power of a Christian 
 
Eph. 1:19-20 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his 
great might 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
places, 
 
 “If Jesus Christ rose from the dead, he is alive today, ready to invade and change those who invite him into their lives. 
Thousands now living bear uniform testimony their lives have been revolutionized by Jesus Christ. He has transformed 
them as he promised he would.”           
                                                   — Paul Little  
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