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Take Up and Read! 
 

"I was weeping in the most bitter contrition of my heart, when, lo, I heard the voice as of a boy or girl, I 

know not which, coming from a neighboring house, chanting, and oft repeating, "Take up and read; take up 

and read." Immediately my countenance was changed, and I began most earnestly to consider whether it 

was usual for children in any kind of game to sing such words; nor could I remember ever to have heard the 

like." 

"So, restraining the torrent of my tears, I rose up, interpreting it no other way than as a command to me 

from Heaven to open the book, and to read… I grasped, opened, and in silence read that paragraph on 

which my eyes first fell, - "Not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife 

and envying; but put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts 

thereof." No further would I read, nor did I need; for instantly, as the sentence ended, - by a light, as it were, 

of security infused into my heart, - all the gloom of doubt vanished away.” (Augustine, Confessions) 

 

I. Why we don't take up and read the Bible? 

 Deadness 

 

 Busyness 

 

 Ministry 

 

 Sin 

 

 Laziness 

 

 Feeling 

 

 Legalism 

 

 Hypocrisy 

 

 Procrastination 

 

 Ignorance 

 

 Expectation 
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II. Why we should take up and read the Bible? 

 

A. To find and renew our full joy 

 

B. To free us from the biggest problem 

 

C. To learn from God how to love 

 

D. To form biblical conviction 

 

E. To know and be sure of our salvation 

 

"There is no substitute for being alone with God. If you don’t have time, you need to quit something to make 

room. Skip a meal. Cancel a meeting. End some regular commitment. There is literally nothing more 

important you could do today." 
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