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A Community of Faith  |  Part 3 

One Ministry 
Eph. 4:1-6 

 
 
 
Components of the Life of Faith 

 Acknowledging our total dependence on God 

 Acknowledging that Jesus open access to God for us 

 Acknowledging that God is mighty and loving 

 Acknowledging God’s good and perfect will, accepting and trusting it 
 
Ephesians 4:1-6  I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you 
have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope 
that belongs to your call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all 
and in all. 
 
Ephesians 4:7-13  But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ's gift…11 And he gave 
the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, 
for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to 
mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 

 
 
 

I. Goal of the ministry of faith 
 
John 3:16-17  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him. 
 
1 Timothy 1:15  The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 
 
Ephesians 2:20-22   built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the 
cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you 
also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:4-7  Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, but the 
same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. 7 To each is 
given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
 
1 Peter 1:6-9  In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 so 
that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be 
found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love 
him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with 
glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
 
Ephesians 4:11-13   And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip 
the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 
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Ephesians 3:16-18  that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his 
Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in 
love, 18 may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 
 
Galatians 4:19  my little children, for whom I am again in the anguish of childbirth until Christ is formed in you! 
 
1 Thessalonians 3:1-2  Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we were willing to be left behind at Athens 
alone, 2 and we sent Timothy, our brother and God's coworker in the gospel of Christ, to establish and exhort you in your 
faith, 
 
2 Thessalonians 1:3  We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers, as is right, because your faith is growing 
abundantly, and the love of every one of you for one another is increasing. 
 
Romans 14:23   …For whatever does not proceed from faith is sin. 
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II. Methods of ministry of faith 
 

 
 
1 Corinthians 3:5-7  What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to 
each. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7 So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, 
but only God who gives the growth. 
 
2 Corinthians 4:5-7  For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your 
servants for Jesus' sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that 
the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. 
 

 
 
  Understanding 
Faith  Acceptance 
  Trust 
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A. Rejection of the ministry of the flesh 
 
2 Corinthians 10:3-4  For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh.4 For the weapons 
of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. 
 
1 Corinthians 2:4-5  and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration 
of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. 
 
2 Corinthians 4:1-5  Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart.2 But we have 
renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God's word, but by the open 
statement of the truth we would commend ourselves to everyone's conscience in the sight of God… 5 For what we 
proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. 
 
 
 

B. Focus on the ministry of faith 
 

1. Prayer of trust to God 
 
Philippians 1:4-6  always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 5 because of your partnership in 
the gospel from the first day until now. 6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 
 
Acts 6:4  But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word. 
 
 

2. Truth with love 
 
Ephesians 4:11-14  And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip 
the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we 
may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human 
cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 
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Ephesians 4:15-16  Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into 
Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is 
working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. 
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