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A New Commandment 
John 13:33-35 

 
   
 
John 13:33-35  Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also 
say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I 
have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love 
for one another.” 
 
  
 
 

I. A Command 
 
John 13:33-35  Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also 
say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I 
have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love 
for one another.” 
 
ἀγαπάω – love, especially of love as based on evaluation and choice, a matter of will and action; toward persons love, be 
loyal to, regard highly1 
 
John 3:35  The Father loves (ὁ πατὴρ ἀγαπᾷ)  the Son and has given all things into his hand. 
 
John 3:16   “For God so loved (οὕτως γὰρ ἠγάπησεν ὁ θεὸς) the world,i] that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish but have eternal life. 
 
1 John 4:10  In this is love (ἀγάπη), not that we have loved (ἠγαπήκαμεν) God but that he loved (ἠγάπησεν)  us and sent 
his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
 
 
 
 

II. A New Command 
 
John 13:33-35  Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also 
say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I 
have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love 
for one another.” 
 
Matthew 22:37-39  And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
 
Deuteronomy 6:4-5  “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 
 
Leviticus 19:18   You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love 
your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord. 
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Philippians 2:4-5  Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Have this mind 
among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 
 
Ephesians 3:17-19  so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in 
love, 18 may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to 
know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 
 
  
 

A. The love of Christ is not focused on self, but on the wellbeing of your neighbor 
 
1 Peter 2:23-24  When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued 
entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin 
and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 
 
 
 

B. The love of Christ is committed to the wellbeing of others in accordance with God’s standard of good 
 
1 Corinthians 13:4-8  Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on 
its own way; it is not irritable or resentful 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never ends.  

 
1 Corinthians 13:13-14:1  o now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love. Pursue love 
 
 
 
 

III. A Very Important Command 
 
John 13:34-35   A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love 
one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 
 
 

A. The love of Christ is the result of faith 
 
2 Peter 1:5-8  For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6 and 
knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 7 and godliness with 
brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love.8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from 
being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
1 Peter 1:22-23  Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one another 
earnestly from a pure heart,23 since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living 
and abiding word of God;  
 
Galatians 5:6  For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith working 
through love. 
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B. The love of Christ is the fruit of the Spirit 

 
Galatians 5:22-23  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 
 
John 13:34-35   A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love 
one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 
 
 

C. The love of Christ is the source of joy 
 
John 15:9-12  As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love.10 If you keep my commandments, you 
will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love.11 These things I have spoken to 
you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I 
have loved you.  
 
 
 

D. The love of Christ is the key condition of ministry 
 
Ephesians 4:11-13  And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the 
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 
 
Ephesians 4:14-15   so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind 
of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in 
every way into him who is the head, into Christ,  
 
 
 

 

How do you obey this command? 
Commit yourself to true love 

 

 Recognize the highest value of the love of Christ 

 Pray that God would teach you to love 

 Learn to think about the wellbeing of others, while entrusting your life to God 
and forgetting about self 

 In all your relationships makes sure that your motives are free from self-love 

 Learn to fill your heart with the attitude of Christ toward others 
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