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A Father 
1 John 2:12-16 

 
 
 
Matthew 7:21 Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the 
will of my Father who is in heaven. 
 
John 10:29-31  My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the 
Father's hand. 30 I and the Father are one.” 31 The Jews picked up stones again to stone him. 
 
Isaiah 64:8 But now, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your 
hand. 
 
Isaiah 63:16 For you are our Father, though Abraham does not know us, and Israel does not acknowledge us; you, 
O Lord, are our Father, our Redeemer from of old is your name. 
 
Matthew 7:11 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father 
who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him! 
 
Matthew 6:9-10 Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 10 Your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
1 John 2:12-14 I am writing to you, little children, because your sins are forgiven for his name's sake. 13 I am writing to 
you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I am writing to you, young men, because you have 
overcome the evil one. I write to you, children, because you know the Father. 14 I write to you, fathers, because you 
know him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in 
you, and you have overcome the evil one. 
 
1 John 2:15-17 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him. 16 For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the 
Father but is from the world. 17 And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God 
abides forever. 
 
 
 
 

I. He Knows God 
 
1 John 2:12-14 I am writing to you, little children, because your sins are forgiven for his name's sake. 13 I am writing to 
you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I am writing to you, young men, because you have 
overcome the evil one. I write to you, children, because you know the Father. 14 I write to you, fathers, because you 
know him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in 
you, and you have overcome the evil one. 
 
A father is the center of stability, authority, responsibility, and power in the family. 
 
1Co 16:13  Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. 
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1 John 2:12-14 I am writing to you, little children, because your sins are forgiven for his name's sake. 13 I am writing to 
you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I am writing to you, young men, because you have 
overcome the evil one. I write to you, children, because you know the Father. 14 I write to you, fathers, because you 
know him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in 
you, and you have overcome the evil one. 
 
Psalm 34:11 Come, O children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 
 
Deuteronomy 6:4-7 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your 
heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you 
walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 
 
The more of God [that] appeareth upon you in your knowledge, holiness, and unblamableness of life, the greater will 
your authority be in the eyes of all your household that fear God.1 
 

 

Do you know God? 
 

 
 

 

II. He Loves God 
 
1 John 2:15-17 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him. 16 For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the 
Father but is from the world. 17 And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God 
abides forever. 
 
 
 

A.  Love of God exclude love of self 
 
1 John 2:15-17 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him. 16 For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the 
Father but is from the world. 17 And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God 
abides forever. 
 
Deuteronomy 6:4-7 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your 
heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you 
walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 
 

 

Do you love God? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1
 Richard Baxter, “A Christian Directory” in The Practical Works of Richard Baxter, Vol. 4,  
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B. Love of God opens the way to real love 
 
Matthew 5:44-48 But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be 
sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just 
and on the unjust.46 For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the 
same?... 48 You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
 
 
 

C.  Love of God makes a father wise according to God and obedient to him 
 
Deuteronomy 6:4-7 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your 
heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you 
walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 
 
1 John 5:3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. 
 
 
 
 

III. He Leads to God 
 
1 John 2:12-14 I am writing to you, little children, because your sins are forgiven for his name's sake. 13 I am writing to 
you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I am writing to you, young men, because you have 
overcome the evil one. I write to you, children, because you know the Father. 14 I write to you, fathers, because you 
know him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in 
you, and you have overcome the evil one. 
 
Deuteronomy 6:4-7 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your 
heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you 
walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 
 
Psalm 78:4-7 We will not hide them from their children, but tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds of the Lord, 
and his might, and the wonders that he has done. 5 He established a testimony in Jacob and appointed a law in Israel, 
which he commanded our fathers to teach to their children, 6 that the next generation might know them, the children yet 
unborn, and arise and tell them to their children, 7 so that they should set their hope in God and not forget the works of 
God, but keep his commandments; 
 
Genesis 18:18-19 seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth 
shall be blessed in him?19 For I have chosen him, that he may command his children and his household after him to 
keep the way of the Lord by doing righteousness and justice,  
 
For when a father has children, his responsibility is not only to feed and clothe them, but his principal responsibility is to 
guide them so that their lives will dedicate his full attention to that… There can be no foundation to build on unless God 
dominates and people obey Him and conform to His Word. That, then, is what we have to remember.2 
 

                                                 
2
 John Calvin, A Father’s Main Responsibility, Sermons on Genesis, Vol. 1, The Banner of Truth Trust, 
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