
©Alexey Kolomiytsev                                              www.slovo.org                                                 Page 1 of 4 

Life Motivated by Love 
1 Corinthians 13 

 
 
 
 
1 Cor 1:23-24 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
 
1 Cor 3:1-3   But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as infants in 
Christ… 3 for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and 
behaving only in a human way? 
 
1 Cor 3:10-13 …Let each one take care how he builds upon it. 11 For no one can lay a foundation other than that which 
is laid, which is Jesus Christ.12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, 
straw— 13 each one's work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the 
fire will test what sort of work each one has done. 
 
1 John 4:8  Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
 
1 Cor 12:31   But earnestly desire the higher gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way. 
 
 
 
 

I. Meaninglessness of ministry without love 

 
1 Cor 13:1-3  If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging 
cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to 
remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be 
burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. 
 
Mat 22:36-40  “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first 
commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two commandments 
depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 
 
 
 
 

II. Practical expression of love 
 
1 Cor 13:4-7  Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its 
own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
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A. What love does - 1 
 

     1. Love is patient 
 
Love, like a kind disposition towards a person or people, is ready to endure the inconvenience created by circumstances 
or by these people themselves, for the benefit of these people. 
 
μακροθυμία, as a state of emotional quietness in the face of unfavorable circumstances patience, long-suffering1;  
 
Love’s patience is the ability to be inconvenienced or taken advantage of by a person over and over again and yet not be 
upset or angry.2 
 
 

     2. Love is kind 
 
χρηστεύομαι – fut. chrēsteúsomai, mid. deponent from chrēstós , useful. To be kind, obliging, willing to help or assist3 
 
χρηστεύομαι – to be good, kind, benevolent, useful, serviceable, good, benevolent, favorable4 
 
Kindness - spiritual and moral quality of the individual, expressing their ability to do people good, bring joy, help, protect, 
based on the criteria of good. Kindness is gentleness, alertness, attentiveness, caring, ability to sympathy, patience 
manifested even to the detriment of self, selflessly, in the name of the dominance of good, as the highest spiritual value. 
 
 
 

B. What love avoids 
 

      3. Love does not envy 
 
Isaiah 14:13-14  You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; above the stars of God I will set my throne on high; I 
will sit on the mount of assembly in the far reaches of the north; 14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will 
make myself like the Most High.’ 
 
 

     4. Love does not boast 
 
περπερεύομαι -  to heap praise on oneself, to be or become boastful, exhibiting self importance  5 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1
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Hendrickson Publishers. 
5
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    5. Love is not arrogant 
 
φυσιόω: (a figurative extension of meaning of φυσιόω ‘to puff up, to inflate,’) to be proud, arrogant, or haughty6 
 
Daniel 4:29-30  At the end of twelve months he was walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, 30 and the king 
answered and said, “Is not this great Babylon, which I have built by my mighty power as a royal residence and for the 
glory of my majesty?” 
 
 

  6. Love is not rude 
 
ἀσχημονέω uncomely, indecent. To behave in an ugly, indecent, unseemly or unbecoming manner. 7  
 
 

   7. Love does not seek its own 
 
Eph 5:18-21  And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 19 addressing one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart, 20 giving 
thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to one another 
out of reverence for Christ. 
 
 

    8. Love is not irritable 
 
Eph 4:31-32  Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all 
malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. 
 
 

    9. Love is not resentful 
 
Eph 4:31-32  Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all 
malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. 
 
 

     10. Love does not rejoice in wrongdoing 
 
Gal 6:1-2  Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of 
gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 2 Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of 
Christ.  
 
 
 

C. What love does - 2 
 

    11. Love rejoices in the truth 
 
3 John 1:4  I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth. 

                                                 
6
 Louw, J. P., & Nida, E. A. (1996). Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament: based on semantic 

domains (electronic ed. of the 2nd edition., Vol. 1, p. 764). New York: United Bible Societies. 
7
 Zodhiates, S. (2000). The complete word study dictionary: New Testament (electronic ed.). Chattanooga, 
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 12. Love bears all things 
 
στέγω - to keep confidential, cover, pass over in silence, - of love that throws a cloak of silence over what is displeasing 
in another person - to bear up against difficulties, bear, stand, endure8 
 
Gal 6:1-2  Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of 
gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 2 Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of 
Christ.  
 
 

 13. Love believes all things 
 
2 Pet 1:5-7   For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with 
knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with 
godliness, 7 and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. 
 
 

 14. Love hopes all things 
 
Romans 5:1-5  Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of 
the glory of God. 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and 
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God's 
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 
 
 

 15. Love endures all things 
 
 
 

III. The eternal superiority of love 
 
1 Cor 13:8-10  Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for 
knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial 
will pass away. 
 
1 Cor 13:11-12  When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a 
man, I gave up childish ways.12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall 
know fully, even as I have been fully known. 
 
1 Cor 13:13  So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 
 
1 Cor 14:1  Pursue love 
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