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Pastor’s Conference: Christ  |  Session 11 

Christ and Life in the Church 

 
 
 
 
Colossians 1:16  For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 
 
Colossians 1:18-20  And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in 
everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:12-13  For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, 
slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 
 
Ephesians 1:15-19  For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the 
saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him,18 having the eyes of 
your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his 
glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who 
believe, according to the working of his great might 
 
Ephesians 1:20-23  that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 
heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not 
only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things 
to the church,23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 
 
 
 

I. The Church has the nature of Christ 
 
Colossians 1:18-20  And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in 
everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 
 
Colossians 2:13   And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive 
together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 
 
2 Peter 1:3-4  His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of 
him who called us to his own glory and excellence, 4 by which he has granted to us his precious and very great 
promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that 
is in the world because of sinful desire. 
 
Romans 8:29  For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that 
he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 
 
Ephesians 4:24  and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. 
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1 John 3:9  No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him; and he cannot keep on 
sinning, because he has been born of God. 
 
Romans 8:9  You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who 
does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 
 
 
 
 

II. The Church is filled with the life of Christ 
 
Colossians 1:26-27  the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to his saints. 27 To them God chose 
to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope 
of glory. 
 
Colossians 3:4  When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 
 
If what the church and its members are busy with is not the expression and proclamation of the life of Christ, its activity 
will be spiritually useless and even harmful. 
 
Colossians 2:8-10  See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human 
tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in him the whole fullness of 
deity dwells bodily,10 and you have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. 
 
 
 

A. The mind of Christ 
 
1 Corinthians 2:14-16  he natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he 
is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 15 The spiritual person judges all things, but is 
himself to be judged by no one. 16 “For who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the 
mind of Christ. 
 
2 Corinthians 10:4-5  For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy 
strongholds. 5 We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every 
thought captive to obey Christ, 
 
Romans 12:2  Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you 
may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
 
 
 

B. The feelings of Christ 
 
Philippians 2:5  Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 
 
John 14:27  Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts 
be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 
 
John 15:11  These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 
 
John 15:9  By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 
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C. The desires of Christ 
 
Philippians 4:5-7  Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about 
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
John 15:7  If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 
 
 
 

D. The Goals of Christ 
 
Romans 12:1-2  I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and 
perfect. 
 
Matthew 16:18  And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it. 
 
Matthew 20:28  even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
 
John 17:4-7  I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify 
me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed. 6 “I have manifested your name to 
the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your 
word. 7 Now they know that everything that you have given me is from you. 
 
Matthew 16:22-23  And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall 
never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For 
you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 
 
John 6:47-48   Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes has eternal life. 48 I am the bread of life. 
 
John 6:56-58  Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him.57 As the living Father sent 
me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that 
came down from heaven, not like the bread the fathers ate, and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 
 
Ephesians 3:16-19  that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his 
Spirit in your inner being,17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in 
love, 18 may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and 
to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 
 
Colossians 1:27-29  To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory 
of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone 
with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 29 For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he 
powerfully works within me. 
 
Galatians 4:19  my little children, for whom I am again in the anguish of childbirth until Christ is formed in you! 
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III. The Church submits to Christ 
 
Ephesians 1:22-23  And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church,23 which is 
his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 
Ephesians 4:11-13  And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip 
the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 
 
Ephesians 4:14-16  so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every 
wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are 
to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by 
every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up 
in love. 
 
Colossians 2:18-19  Let no one disqualify you, insisting on asceticism and worship of angels, going on in detail about 
visions, puffed up without reason by his sensuous mind, 19 and not holding fast to the Head, from whom the whole body, 
nourished and knit together through its joints and ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God. 
 
1 Corinthians 10:16-17  The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The bread that 
we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? 17 Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, 
for we all partake of the one bread. 
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