The Essence of the Reformation
2 Kings 22-23

Sola Scriptura
Sola Fide
Sola Gratia
Solus Christus
Soli Deo Gloria

-

Scripture alone
Faith alone
Grace alone
Christ alone
Glory to God alone

Sola Scriptura
Sola Fide
Sola Gratia
Solus Christus
Soli Deo Gloria

-

Only Scripture
Only Faith
Only Grace
Only Christ
Only to God all the glory

Exodus 20:2-5 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 3 “You
shall have no other gods before[a] me. 4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that
is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5 You shall not bow down to
them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the
third and the fourth generation of those who hate me,
Isaiah 45:5-6 I am the LORD, and there is no other, besides me there is no God; I equip you, though you do not know
me, 6 that people may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is none besides me; I am the LORD,
and there is no other.
Matthew 4:10 Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him
only shall you serve.’”
Matthew 6:24 “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.
Matthew 16:24-25 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his
cross and follow me. 25 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.
1 Peter 1:13 Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace that
will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.
Romans 12:1-2 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and
perfect.
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Real Reformation…
I.

… begins in the heart

2 Chronicles 34:3 For in the eighth year of his reign, while he was yet a boy, he began to seek the God of David his
father, and in the twelfth year he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem of the high places, the Asherim, and the carved
and the metal images.
2 Chronicles 29:1-10 Hezekiah began to reign when he was twenty-five years old,…3 In the first year of his reign, in the
first month, he opened the doors of the house of the LORD and repaired them. 4 He brought in the priests and the Levites
and assembled them in the square on the east 5 and said to them, “Hear me, Levites! Now consecrate yourselves, and
consecrate the house of the LORD, the God of your fathers, and carry out the filth from the Holy Place… 10 Now it is in my
heart to make a covenant with the LORD, the God of Israel, in order that his fierce anger may turn away from us.
Ezra 7:10 For Ezra had set his heart to study the Law of the LORD, and to do it and to teach his statutes and rules in
Israel.
Revelation 3:17 you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, not realizing that you are wretched, pitiable,
poor, blind, and naked.

Real Reformation…
II. … is connected to Scripture
2 Chronicles 34:14-16 While they were bringing out the money that had been brought into the house of
the LORD, Hilkiah the priest found the Book of the Law of the LORD given through Moses.15 Then Hilkiah answered and
said to Shaphan the secretary, “I have found the Book of the Law in the house of the LORD.” And Hilkiah gave the book
to Shaphan. 16 Shaphan brought the book to the king, and further reported to the king, “All that was committed to your
servants they are doing.
2 Kings 22:10-13 Then Shaphan the secretary told the king, “Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.” And Shaphan
read it before the king. 11 When the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, he tore his clothes. 12 And the king
commanded Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and Achbor the son of Micaiah, and Shaphan the
secretary, and Asaiah the king's servant, saying, 13 “Go, inquire of the LORD for me, and for the people, and for all Judah,
concerning the words of this book that has been found. For great is the wrath of the LORD that is kindled against us,
because our fathers have not obeyed the words of this book, to do according to all that is written concerning us.”
1 Peter 2:2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation
2 Peter 1:4 by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may
become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.
2 Timothy 3:13-17 while evil people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14 But
as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it 15 and
how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation
through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction,
and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.
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2 Kings 22:10-13 Then Shaphan the secretary told the king, “Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.” And Shaphan
read it before the king. 11 When the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, he tore his clothes. 12 And the king
commanded Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and Achbor the son of Micaiah, and Shaphan the
secretary, and Asaiah the king's servant, saying, 13 “Go, inquire of the LORD for me, and for the people, and for all Judah,
concerning the words of this book that has been found. For great is the wrath of the LORD that is kindled against us,
because our fathers have not obeyed the words of this book, to do according to all that is written concerning us.”
Joshua 1:8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that
you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you
will have good success.
2 Kings 22:10-13 Then Shaphan the secretary told the king, “Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.” And Shaphan
read it before the king. 11 When the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, he tore his clothes. 12 And the king
commanded Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and Achbor the son of Micaiah, and Shaphan the
secretary, and Asaiah the king's servant, saying, 13 “Go, inquire of the LORD for me, and for the people, and for all Judah,
concerning the words of this book that has been found. For great is the wrath of the LORD that is kindled against us,
because our fathers have not obeyed the words of this book, to do according to all that is written concerning us.”
2 Kings 22:19 because your heart was penitent, and you humbled yourself before the LORD, when you heard how I
spoke against this place and against its inhabitants, that they should become a desolation and a curse, and you have
torn your clothes and wept before me, I also have heard you, declares the LORD.
Hence it is not strange that those who are born in darkness become more and more hardened in their stupidity; because
the vast majority instead of confining themselves within due bounds by listening with docility to the Word, exult in their
own vanity. If true religion is to beam upon us, our principle must be, that it is necessary to begin with heavenly teaching,
and that it is impossible for any man to obtain even the minutest portion of right and sound doctrine without being a
disciple of Scripture. 1

Real Reformation…
III. … changes life
2 Kings 23:2-3 And the king went up to the house of the LORD, and with him all the men of Judah and all the inhabitants
of Jerusalem and the priests and the prophets, all the people, both small and great. And he read in their hearing all the
words of the Book of the Covenant that had been found in the house of the LORD. 3 And the king stood by the pillar
and made a covenant before the LORD, to walk after the LORD and to keep his commandments and his testimonies and
his statutes with all his heart and all his soul, to perform the words of this covenant that were written in this book. And all
the people joined in the covenant.
2 Kings 23:4 And the king commanded Hilkiah the high priest and the priests of the second order and the keepers of
the threshold to bring out of the temple of the LORD all the vessels made for Baal, for Asherah, and for all the host of
heaven. He burned them outside Jerusalem in the fields of the Kidron and carried their ashes to Bethel.
2 Kings 23:5 And he deposed the priests whom the kings of Judah had ordained to make offerings in the high places at
the cities of Judah and around Jerusalem; those also who burned incense to Baal, to the sun and the moon and the
constellations and all the host of the heavens.

1

John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion (Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 1997).
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2 Kings 23:13-14 And the king defiled the high places that were east of Jerusalem, to the south of the mount of
corruption, which Solomon the king of Israel had built for Ashtoreth the abomination of the Sidonians, and for Chemosh
the abomination of Moab, and for Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. 14 And he broke in pieces the pillars and cut
down the Asherim and filled their places with the bones of men.

Real reformation…
IV. … continues always
“People do not drift toward holiness. Apart from grace-driven effort, people do not gravitate toward godliness, prayer,
obedience to Scripture, faith, and delight in the Lord. We drift toward compromise and call it tolerance; we drift toward
disobedience and call it freedom; we drift toward superstition and call it faith. We cherish the indiscipline of lost selfcontrol and call it relaxation; we slouch toward prayerlessness and delude ourselves into thinking we have escaped
legalism; we slide toward godlessness and convince ourselves we have been liberated”
2 Chronicles 35:20-21 After all this, when Josiah had prepared the temple, Neco king of Egypt went up to fight
at Carchemish on the Euphrates, and Josiah went out to meet him. 21 But he sent envoys to him, saying, “What have we
to do with each other, king of Judah? I am not coming against you this day, but against the house with which I am at war.
And God has commanded me to hurry. Cease opposing God, who is with me, lest he destroy you.”
2 Chronicles 35:22-24 Nevertheless, Josiah did not turn away from him, but disguised himself in order to fight with him.
He did not listen to the words of Neco from the mouth of God, but came to fight in the plain of Megiddo. 23 And the
archers shot King Josiah. And the king said to his servants, “Take me away, for I am badly wounded.” 24 So his servants
took him out of the chariot and carried him in his second chariot and brought him to Jerusalem. And he died and was
buried in the tombs of his fathers. All Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah.
Philippians 3:7-11 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss
because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and
count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that
comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith—
10 that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his
death, 11 that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.
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