Christ and His Undershepherds
1 Peter 5:1-5

Ezekiel 37:24 And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them. I am the Lord; I
have spoken.
John 1:11-12 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God,
John 10:14-15 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I
know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep.
John 10:27-28 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will
never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.
John 21:17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to
him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus
said to him, “Feed my sheep.
1 Peter 5:1-4 So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a
partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: 2 shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not
under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not domineering over those
in your charge, but being examples to the flock. 4 And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive
the unfading crown of glory.

I. The Essence of Shepherding
1 Peter 1:1-2 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia,
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for
obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: May grace and peace be multiplied to you.

A. Lead people to Christ
1 Peter 1:3-4 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us
to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you,
1 Peter 1:6-8 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various
trials, 7 so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—
may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8 Though you have not seen him,
you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with
glory,
The essence of true shepherding is helping people find joy in Jesus Christ.
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1 Peter 1:18-21 knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with
perishable things such as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or
spot. 20 He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of
you 21 who through him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and
hope are in God.
Romans 8:29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that
he might be the firstborn among many brothers.

B. Lead people after Christ
1 Peter 2:4-6 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 5 you
yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a
cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
1 Peter 2:21-24 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that
you might follow in his steps. 22 He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23 When he was reviled, he
did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges
justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his
wounds you have been healed.


In the family

1 Peter 3:1-2 Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the word, they may
be won without a word by the conduct of their wives,2 when they see your respectful and pure conduct.


Among believers

1 Peter 3:8-9 Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble mind. 9 Do
not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you may obtain a
blessing.
1 Peter 3:10-12 For “Whoever desires to love life and see good days,
let him keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit; 11 let him turn away from evil and do good; let him
seek peace and pursue it. 12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer. But the
face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”


Among unbelievers

1 Peter 3:15-16 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone
who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, 16 having a good
conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame.
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C. Establish people in Christ
1 Peter 4:12-14 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something
strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be
glad when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of
glory and of God rests upon you.
“Feed my sheep”
 Help them learn to find joy in Jesus Christ
 Help them grow in Christlikeness, treasuring redemption accomplished by him
 Help them follow Jesus in sacrificial ministry, having a redemptive influence on others in the family, church, and
society
 Helping them overcome trials, by looking to Jesus and identifying with him

II. The Character of Shepherding
1 Peter 5:1-3 So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a
partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: 2 shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not
under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not domineering over those
in your charge, but being examples to the flock.

A. Willing ministry
1 Peter 5:2-3 shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as
God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in your charge, but being
examples to the flock.

B. God-pleasing ministry
1 Peter 5:2-3 shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as
God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in your charge, but being
examples to the flock.

C. Heartfelt ministry
1 Peter 5:2-3 shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as
God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in your charge, but being
examples to the flock.
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D. Humble ministry
1 Peter 5:2-3 shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as
God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in your charge, but being
examples to the flock.

III. Response to Shepherding
A. Christ’s response to shepherds
1 Peter 5:4-5 And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 5 Likewise, you who
are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God opposes
the proud but gives grace to the humble.”

B. Response of people to shepherds
1 Peter 5:4-5 And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 5 Likewise, you who
are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God opposes
the proud but gives grace to the humble.”
Hebrews 13:17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will
have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.
Help your elders serve with joy…can you compare anything with the joy that comes from seeing how the Gospel is
changing a persons life, as they grow in Christlikeness, listening to the instruction and warnings, while bearing fruit of the
Spirit and living in peace with others? 1

1

Alexander Strock, “Church Leadership”. p. 194
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