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The Transforming Power 
of Seeing and Savoring God’s Glory 

2 Peter 1:3b 
 

 
“People are starving for the greatness of God. But most of them would not give this diagnosis of their troubled lives. 
The majesty of God is an unknown cure. There are far more popular prescriptions on the market, but the benefit of 
any other remedy is brief and shallow. Preaching that does not have the aroma of God’s greatness may entertain 
for a season, but it will not touch the hidden cry of the soul: “Show me thy glory!” 1 

 

Peter 1:3 (NASB)  seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the 
true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.  
 
Ps 45:2 “You are the most handsome of the sons of men; grace is poured upon your lips…” 
 
Phil 3:8 “Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake 
I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ…” 
 
John 6:68 “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life…” 
 
 
 
 

I. The central role of God’s glory in the history of redemption 
 
 

1. The main problem of the unbeliever is alienation from the glory of God 
 

Rom 3:23 … for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 
 
 

2. The main focus of Satan is to hide God’s glory from people 
 

2 Cor 4:3-4 …those who are perishing, 4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

 
 

3. The main answer to man’s problem is to know the glory of God 
 

2 Cor 4:6 For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to 
give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 

 
 
 
 

                                                      
1
 John Piper, The Supremacy of God in Preaching (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1990), 9. 
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4. The main instrument of knowing the glory of God is the Gospel 
 

2 Cor 4:3-4 …those who are perishing, 4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

 
 

5. The main result of faith in the Gospel is communion with the glory of God 
 

Rom 15:7 Therefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God. 
 
 

6. The main hope of the Christian is hope of the glory of God 
 

Rom 5:2 … through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; 
and we exult in hope of the glory of God. 

 
 

7. The end result of salvation is continuous experience of the glory of God 
 

Rev 21:23-34 And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has 
illumined it, and its lamp {is} the Lamb. 24 The nations will walk by its light… 

 
2 Cor 3:18 “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed 
into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.” 

 
1 John 3:2 “Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know 
that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.” 

 
 
 

II. The central role of God’s glory in spiritual growth 
 

Matthew 12:43-45  “43 When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through waterless places 
seeking rest, but finds none. 44 Then it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’ And when it comes, it 
finds the house empty, swept, and put in order. 45 Then it goes and brings with it seven other spirits more evil than 
itself, and they enter and dwell there, and the last state of that person is worse than the first. So also will it be with 
this evil generation.” 

“There are two ways in which a practical moralist may attempt to displace from the human heart its love of the world 
— either by a demonstration of the world's vanity, so as that the heart shall be prevailed upon simply to withdraw its 
regards from an object that is not worthy of it; or, by setting forth another object, even God, as more worthy of its 
attachment, so as that the heart shall be prevailed upon not to resign an old affection, which shall have nothing to 
succeed it, but to exchange an old affection for a new one. My purpose is to show, that from the constitution of our 
nature, the former method is altogether incompetent and ineffectual and that the latter method will alone suffice for 
the rescue and recovery of the heart from the wrong affection that domineers over it.”2  

                                                      
2
 Chalmers, Thomas. The Expulsive Power of a New Affectoin. URL: 

https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/sdg/Chalmers,%20Thomas%20-

%20The%20Exlpulsive%20Power%20of%20a%20New%20Af.pdf (Accessed: 03.07.2019). 
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 “It is not enough, in the terms of a forcible or an affecting demonstration, to make good the evanescence of its 
object. It may not even be enough to associate the threats and the terrors of some coming vengeance, with the 
indulgence of it. The heart may still resist… So to tear away an affection from the heart, as to leave it bare of all its 
regards and of all its preferences, were a hard and hopeless undertaking — and it would appear, as if the alone 
powerful engine of dispossession were to bring the mastery of another affection to bear upon it.”3 

“In a word, if the way to disengage the heart from the positive love of one great and ascendant object, is to fasten it 
in positive love to another, then it is not by exposing the worthlessness of the former, but by addressing to the 
mental eye the worth and excellence of the latter, that all old things are to be done away and all things are to 
become new.”4 

 
 

III. Examples of the transforming power of seeing and savoring God’s glory in the Holy 
Scripture 
 

1. The vision of Isaiah 

Isaiah 6:1-4 In the year of King Uzziah's death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the 
train of His robe filling the temple. 2 Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he covered his 
face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one called out to another and said, "Holy, 
Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory." 4 And the foundations of the thresholds 
trembled at the voice of him who called out, while the temple was filling with smoke. 

 
 
 

2. The bronze serpent 
 

Num 21:8-9 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Make a fiery {serpent,} and set it on a standard; and it shall come 
about, that everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, he will live." 9 And Moses made a bronze serpent and 
set it on the standard; and it came about, that if a serpent bit any man, when he looked to the bronze serpent, 
he lived. 

 
John 3:14-15 "As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; 15 
so that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life. 

 
 “... why, having finished poking around in ourselves, we again feel the emptiness inside? Or even dirt?”5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
3
 Ibid. 

4
 Ibid. 

5
 Дэвер М. Евангелие и личное благовестие. Б. м.: Славянское евангельское общество, 2010. С. 29. 
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3. Hebrews 12 
 

Heb 12:1-3 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every 
encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set 
before us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured 
the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 For consider Him 
who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 
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