
The Life of Faith in a Decaying World 
Romans 1:17-32 

 

 
 
 

I. The problem of a decaying world 
 
Leviticus 18:1-3  And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, I am the Lord your 
God. 3 You shall not do as they do in the land of Egypt, where you lived, and you shall not do as they do in the land of 
Canaan, to which I am bringing you. You shall not walk in their statutes. 
 
Leviticus 18:20-25  And you shall not lie sexually with your neighbor's wife and so make yourself unclean with her. 21 You 
shall not give any of your children to offer them to Molech, and so profane the name of your God: I am the Lord.22 You shall 
not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination. 23 And you shall not lie with any animal and so make yourself 
unclean with it, neither shall any woman give herself to an animal to lie with it: it is perversion. 24 “Do not make yourselves 
unclean by any of these things, for by all these the nations I am driving out before you have become unclean, 25 and 
the land became unclean, so that I punished its iniquity, and the land vomited out its inhabitants. 
 
Leviticus 20:6  “If a person turns to mediums and necromancers, whoring after them, I will set my face against that person 
and will cut him off from among his people. 
 
The first four commandments - acknowledge God's absolute greatness and responsibility before Him. 
 
Fifth Commandment - honor your father and your mother 
The Sixth Commandment - do not murder 
Seventh commandment - do not commit adultery 
The Eighth Commandment - do not steal 
Ninth Commandment - do not bare false witness 
The tenth commandment - do not covet that which does not belong to you 
 



 
 

 
Romans 1:19-22  For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 20 For his invisible 
attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in 
the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. 21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God 
or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, 
they became fools,  
 
Romans 1:25-27  because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than 
the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. 26 For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women 
exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; 27 and the men likewise gave up natural relations with 
women and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in 
themselves the due penalty for their error. 
 
Romans 1:28-32   And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what 
ought not to be done. 29 They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of 
envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, 
inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32 Though they know God's righteous decree 
that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them. 



 
“Men are qualified for civil liberty, in exact proportion to their disposition to put chains upon their appetites.... Society cannot 
exist unless a controlling power be placed somewhere; and the less of it there is within, the more there must be without. It is 
ordained in the eternal constitution of things that men of intemperate minds cannot be free. Their passions forge their 
fetters.” 1 
 
However, in early democracies, as in the American democracy at the time of its birth, all individual human rights were 
granted because man is God's creature. That is, freedom was given to the individual conditionally, in the assumption of his 
constant religious responsibility. Such was the heritage of the preceding thousand years. Two hundred or even fifty years 
ago, it would have seemed quite impossible, in America, that an individual could be granted boundless freedom simply for 
the satisfaction of his instincts or whims. Subsequently, however, all such limitations were discarded everywhere in the 
West; a total liberation occurred from the moral heritage of Christian centuries with their great reserves of mercy and 
sacrifice.2 
 
 
 
 

II. Standing up to the decay in the world 
 
Romans 1:16-18  For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to 
the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The 
righteous shall live by faith.” 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.  
 
 
 

A. The essence of victorious faith 
 
 

1. Belief in a great God 
 
Acts 17:24-28  The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples 
made by man, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life 
and breath and everything. 26 And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having 
determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, 27 that they should seek God, and perhaps feel their 
way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us,28 for “‘In him we live and move and have our 
being’; 
 
Isaiah 45:18  For thus says the Lord, who created the heavens (he is God!), who formed the earth and made it (he 
established it; he did not create it empty, he formed it to be inhabited!): “I am the Lord, and there is no other. 
 
 

2. Faith in God's authoritative Word 
 
Deuteronomy 6:4-7  “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 You shall love the Lordyour God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your 
heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you 
walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 
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2 Timothy 3:13-17  while evil people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14 But as 
for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it 15 and how from 
childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in 
Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. 
 
 

3. Faith in the saving Gospel 
 
Romans 3:21-24  But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the 
Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no 
distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
 
Romans 5:1-2  Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the 
glory of God. 
 
 
 

B. The practice of victorious faith 
 
1 John 5:4  For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the 
world—our faith. 
 
 

1. Faith provides us with a solid foundation for life 
 
Hebrews 10:32-34  But recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, you endured a hard struggle with 
sufferings, 33 sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach and affliction, and sometimes being partners with those so 
treated. 34 For you had compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully accepted the plundering of your property, since you 
knew that you yourselves had a better possession and an abiding one. 
 
Hebrews 10:35-38 Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. 36 For you have need of 
endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you may receive what is promised. 37 For, “Yet a little while, and the 
coming one will come and will not delay; 38 but my righteous one shall live by faith, and if he shrinks back, my soul has no 
pleasure in him.” 
 
Hebrews 11:23  By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw that the 
child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king's edict. 
 
Hebrews 11:24-26  By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 25 choosing 
rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26 He considered the reproach of 
Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. 
 
 

2. Faith is the only way to influence a corrupt world 
 
Hebrews 11:32-34  And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David 
and Samuel and the prophets— 33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the 
mouths of lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became 
mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 


