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Life is a Trust: Managing God’s Resources 

 

1. Chosen for a Purpose 

“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the 

praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are 

the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.” 1 Peter 2:9-10 

Key words: 

 Chosen – Called by God  

 Priesthood – Loyal servants who bring God to others 

 A Holy Nation – A community and a people with the power to influence others 

 

Establishing a Purpose 

C.S. Lewis is quoted as asking and answering this question about purpose: 

“What have you been saved for?” 

“For service, ministry, and for your own transformation. You have to become something other and greater.” 

 

Life’s Tough Questions 

 What is the purpose of life? 

 What is the purpose of “Christian” life? 

 Why does God give us breath each and every day? 

 Does God have a specific purpose for me as an individual? 

 Are you seeking answers for yourselves? 

 Are we preparing our children to answer these questions? 
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2. Transforming Thought: Life is a Trust 

 We are not owners, but stewards 

 God OWNS it all and we participate is His Kingdom. 

 What are we doing with what God has entrusted to us? 

 Time, Skill, Movement, Talent, Words, Resources, Education, Will, Family, ALL 

 

A. Time 

“Take my moments and my days and let them flow with ceaseless praise” 

“Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the 

days are evil.”  Ephesians 5:15-16 

 

Becoming Purposeful With Our Time 

 Do we make the most of every opportunity? 

 What do we teach our children about time? 

 Do we pre-plan ministry with our time, or does ministry get the leftovers? 

 Our daily life is our TESTIMONY. 

 Are we soldiers on-call or off-duty? 

God does amazing things when we are open and ready to take actions. 

 

Our Perception of TIME 

Many things are affected by how we perceive TIME and its importance. 

 Lifestyle  

 Priorities  

 Decisions 

 Routines 

 Ministry 
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B. Talent: A Key God-Given Resource 

“Take my voice and let me sing, always only for my King.” 

 “Our Voice” – This is a “talent” 

 What is your talent, your gift? 

 How are you using it to “sing ever only for the king”? 

 Don’t disregard your ABILITIES, when you seek God’s direction.   

Exodus 35:30-35, 36:1 

“…See, the Lord has chosen Bezalel … and he has filled him with the Spirit of God, with wisdom, with 

understanding, with knowledge and with all kinds of skills—to make artistic designs for work in gold, silver and 

bronze, to cut and set stones, to work in wood and to engage in all kinds of artistic crafts…and given both him and 

Oholiab … the ability to teach others. 35 He has filled them with skill to do all kinds of work as craftsmen, designers, 

embroiderers … and weavers ... So Bezalel, Oholiab and every skilled person to whom the Lord has given skill and 

ability to know how to carry out all the work of constructing the sanctuary are to do the work just as the Lord has 

commanded.” 

 

We are all part of God’s Army! 

What skill has God given you and how are you using it? 

Among you are: 

 Cooks, cleaners, and housekeepers 

 Carpenters and metal workers 

 Accountants, bankers and administrators 

 Linguists and engineers 

God’s Kingdom has work for you! 

 

You are who God wants you to be 

1 Corinthians 12:14,18 -- Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many…in fact God has placed the 

parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be.  

1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 -- make it your ambition to lead a quiet life … mind your own business and work with your 

hands …so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody. 
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3. Time and Talent: Create Wealth 

“Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold.” 

 How are we stewarding the wealth God has given us the talent to generate? 

 

Matthew 25: Parable of the Talents 

 Man goes on a journey and entrusts his property to others. 

 Five Talents, Two Talents and One Talent 

 Five Talents put to work and doubled 

 Two talents gained two more 

 One talent – BURIED! 

 Take the talent and give it to the one with ten. 

 

Where are the financial resources God has entrusted you?  

Profit for a Purpose 

 My Father’s World – A Dream for Resource Multiplication 

 Book: God Owns My Business – Stanley Tam 

Haggai 2:8 --  ‘The silver is mine and the gold is mine,’ declares the Lord Almighty.  

 

Do Not Store Up Treasures On Earth 

Matthew 16:19-21 – “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and rust destroy, and where 

thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and rust do not destroy, 

and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

 

It Starts SMALL! 

Little Boy with 5 Loaves and 2 Fish 

Luke 16:10-11 -- “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest 

with very little will also be dishonest with much. So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who 

will trust you with true riches?  
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4. Ownership Vs. Stewardship 

 Joseph was a steward 

 The Rich Man packed storehouses “But this day I will require your life and what good are the storehouses 

now?” 

 

God has to have LEAD!  We have to LISTEN. 

WEALTH is NOT wrong when stewarded with care. 

 

5. The Ultimate Purpose: God’s Call 

Matthew 28:19-20 – “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 

you always, to the very end of the age.” 
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